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ONTARIO COURT OF JUSTICE

BETWEEN: )
)
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN ) MS. E. KULPERS,
) for the Crown
)
— AND — )
)
)
DANIEL MAJOR ) MR. B. ROSS,
) for the accused
)
)
) HEARD: May 6, 2002, January
) 24 and 28, and March 13, 2003.
LAMPKIN J.:
1} Daniel Major is charged with the following offences:
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[image: image2.jpg][41] Sherry Major was the sole witness called by the Crown. The Defence called no evi-
dence but seriously attacked her credibility. The Defence also called into question her failure
to note various allegations in a journal that she had given to the police.

[42] Sherry Major testified that she started to keep a journal when she and her husband
started marriage counselling in December 2001. Counsellors had asked her to write the jour-
nal to help her with the things that she found difficult in her marriage or to give a history of
the marriage. The journal was made on a computer and she would go back and read previous
paragraphs and sometimes there was editing. She gave the journal to the police after her hus-
band’s arrest in February 2002.
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[43] She had also started an audio journal around the time of her husband’s first arrest.
She suspended that during the summer and started it again around the end 0f2001. The audio
journal was also disclosed to the police.

1441 She mentioned nothing in the journal about the alleged : ble 4 ey W
 or the alleged harassment. She said that she made the journals for the pur- -
" pose of finding ways to deal with difficult issues. Notwithstanding her stated purpose, she
did not mention the specific difficult issues that form the subject matters of the charges be-
fore the court.

[45] When she was pregnant with Mira, she did not tell her husband of her pregnancy
until the eleventh hour. In fact she lied to him saying that she had cancer. She gave a number
of reasons for not disclosing her pregnancy. She was asked the following questions in chief
and gave the following answers:

Q. She wasn’t born yet. Okay. And while we’re on that topic of Mira, when did you
tell Dan that you were pregnant with Mira?

A. Two weeks before she was born.
Q. Why did you — why did you not tell him until two weeks before she was born?

A. There were several reasons. Mainly all of the reasons are because I wanted to
protect her and the pregnancy itself. Tried to make sure that the pregnancy was
as best I could would (sic) go full term.

[46] And further on:

Q. Okay, thank you. What did you tell Dan that was going on with your pregnancy?
Or did he know — first of all were there physical changes in you given that
you’re nine months pregnant right?

A. Oh yes.

Q. Okay.

A. Yes.

Q. All right and what were those? You had a stomach obviously?
A. Yes.

Q. Okay and what did you tell Dan about that?

A. That I had cancer.

Q. And again, why would you tell him you had cancer?
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A. Well I feared that he would either hurt the baby or make me have an abortion.

[47] It is unclear whether she told her husband that her cancer was terminal. She was
asked the following questions in cross-examination and gave the following answers:

Q. Now using these, your journal and the audiotapes, I just want to go through a bit

of chronology. You’ve already told my friend that you told Dan that you had
- terminal cervical cancer.

A. Uhm-hmm.

Q. Correct? And you didn’t, is that correct?
A. Correct.

Q. You didn’t have cancer at all, correct?

A. No.

[48] Alittle further on in the cross-examination the following questions were asked and
the following answers given:

Q. Certainly when you told him that you had terminal cervical cancer though was
when he had money.

A. Cervical cancer is not terminal and yes I told him — or when I found out I was
pregnant it was after his earnings I believe.

Q. Right. Are you telling us today that you never said this was terminal?

A.It’snot—mo...
Q. Did you say ii was ierminal?

A.No I said — I said it could be but it’s not necessarily — or the percentage of — I'm

notan expert. It’s not my field but I believe the percentage of cervical cancer pa-
tients it’s not terminal.

Q. I'm asking you though. Did you tell Dan or other people that your cancer was
terminal?

A.Tdon’t recall.

[49] Even the number of people she told about having cancer is unclear. She was asked
the following questions in cross-examination and gave the following answers:

Q. And this lie about having cancer, you told it to many people, didn’t you?

A.No, Dan did. I only told Dan. And my brother David. Dan told everybody else.
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Q. You didn’t tell anybody else that you had cancer?

A. 1told Dan and my brother David and after that I believe I had discussed — oh I
definitely discussed it with lots of people. I discussed it with my family; I dis-
cussed it with friends and neighbours. But ...

Q. Did you tell them, “I don’t have cancer”?

A. No.
Q. So you maintained this lie to your family?

A. Yes I have a lot of faith and trust in my family that they would understand my
reasons for following through with it. We’re very close.

Q. But yet you tell them that you have cancer?
A. It was very painful. It was a very heavy burden, yes. A very heavy burden.

[50] Sherry Major gave in her journal the reason why she did not tell her husband about
her pregnancy was because he valued his financial independence and having another child.
She said that was one reason and another was she did not want him to have stress because
that also increased his anger and the confrontations and the challenges that they would have.

[51] Mira was actually born at home and Daniel Major helped to deliver the baby before
they could get to hospital. Up to that time she had not told her husband that she did not have
cancer.

[52] The lie about having cancer was maintained even after Mira’s birth. Sherry Major
was interviewed by Laurie Monsebraaten of The Toronto Star following which a three quar-
ter page article on the birth appeared on page f the Star on Sunday, December 24,
2000, under e neadline: “CHRISTMAS SURPRISE - - Miracie on jeremy Drive.”
Complete with a 6” x 9” colour photograph of a smiling mother and baby. Sherry Major tes-
tified that against her wishes her husband spent all morning contacting the Star asking them
for an interview and when they called she declined the interview. But she still did it. She also
said that she informed the Star that they did not have permission to publish the article.

[53] The following are excerpts from the article which she confirmed is riddled with lies:

In this season of miracles, the Majors of Unionville are celebrating a miraculous
birth.

After battling cervical cancer with radiation and chemotherapy for most of last
summer and fall, Sherry Major delivered an apparently healthy 6-pound, 1-ounce
baby girl on her hallway floor early Friday morning.

More astonishing, Major, 30, didn’t even know she was pregnant until the first
week of December.
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“It’s a miracle; how else do you explain a baby surviving all this?” she asked as
her daughter’s tiny hand grasped her finger.

The Star could not reach her doctors yesterday. But here’s the story she tells.
Major, who is trained in sports medicine, suspected she might be pregnant last
February. But a pregnancy test was negative. After a second test in March showed

the same result, Major urged her doctors to investigate further.
In April, doctors removed a one-pound cancerous tumour from Major’s cervix,
and all thoughts of pregnancy vanished.

After eight weeks of radiation, Major’s abdomen began to swell, a common side
effect of the treatment, she was told. More critical however was the cancer — it had
spread to her uterus and right lung.

Doctors urged immediate surgery to remove her uterus. But Major hesitated ...
When an oncologist suggested chemotherapy, she jumped at the chance.

Meanwhile, Major’s abdomen kept swelling. But her doctor didn’t want to drain
the fluid until she completed the chemotherapy.

By early November, blood tests, an ultrasound and an MRI all confirmed that the
cancer was gone ...

Now if she could only get rid of the fluid in her abdomen, she could erase the
evidence of her battle with cancer and get on with her life.

Mysteriously, however, several attempts to remove the fluid caused Major to be-
come so violently nauseous that the procedures were stopped.

Finally, the first week of December, Major ... began to bleed heavily. Terrified
the cancer had returned, she rushed to Markham-Stouffville Hospital.

She credits the hospital for taking her concerns seriously and conducting a full
range of tests. When she returned to the hospital several days later for the results,
she was thrilled to learn that her cancer didn’t appear to be returning.

But she was surprised to learn that she was pregnant.

[54] Sherry Major admitted under cross-examination that she lied when she told the re-
porter that the doctors had removed a one-pound cancerous tumour from her cervix; that she
had eight weeks of radiation therapy; that the cancer had spread to her uterus and right lung.
n fact she never had cancer of any sort. Nor did she ever receive any treatment for that ail-
ment.

[55] After the publication of that article, her gynaecologist, Dr. Chang called her in and
confronted her about her story of having had cancer. She denied that he was angry and said
that he was very pleasant saying: “Let’s give Sherry an opportunity to discuss what s hap-
pened here”.

[56] As of January 24 , 2003, Sherry Major had still not told her famlly that she never
had cancer. She ‘made some excuse that because of disclosure, it was not to be discussed until
after the trial was completed. Her husband was arrested in February 2002 nearly ayear ear-
ier. I do not know what coming clean with her family has to do with disclosure and the com- ‘
pletion of the trial. She said also that she wanted to tell them in person and she was not going

A

to do that until she went home to Newfoundland.
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[57] Sherry Major has told other major lies. She held out to the world at large that she is
a doctor. Her sister Dianne C. Duffett wrotc a Journal under the title: “Help Your Doctor
Help u with your Personal Medical Journal™. It was copyrighted in 1999.

[58] On the back cover of that book there were endorsements by Dr. Alan O’Reilly,
M.D., of Clarenville, Newfoundland; Dr. Robert F. Butler, M.D. of Grand Falls-Windsor,
Newfoundland; Dr. Sherry Major, RhD, RMT, BPHE, of Sherwood Rehabilitation Centre,
Toronto, Ontario; and Tamara C. Blocker, R.N., of Houston, Texas.

[59] The endorsement by Sherry Major is in the following words:

This journal is an excellent guide to maintaining one’s personal medical records. It
offers an inventory of applicable information to complement clinical assessments by
health care professionals. This will promote an optimal level of health care.... A valu-
able resource that you’ll turn to again and again.

As of January 24™, 2003, the advertisement was on an Internet Website with the endorse-
ments of the various parties mentioned above.

[60] Sherry Major has a diploma in orthopaedic technology and a diploma in massage
therapy. She has credentials as a medical exercise specialist. She is not the holder of any of
the degrees that she stuck behind her name to endorse her sister’s book. The acronym RhD
stands for Doctor of Rehabilitation, which she is not. RMT stands for Registered Massage
Therapist, which she is not. BPHE stands for Bachelor of Physical Education, which she is
‘not.

[61] She said she did not have the money to complete the various courses and licensing
examinations. In fact to complete the RhD exams she needed a couple more years. Yet she

~was masquerading as a doctor since 1998. Her sister, who wrote her Journal in 1999, does
not know she is not a doctor. On January 24th 2003, she was asked the following questions
in cross-examination and gave the following answers:

Q. The author of that book, Dianne Duffett, who’s that?

A. It’s my sister.

Q. Does she know that you’re not a doctor?

A.No.

Q. She thinks you’re a doctor.

A. Yes. No one knows except the people in this courtroom at this time.

[62] Yet just minutes before that astounding revelation when she was asked about her
meeting with Dr. Chang after the publication of the article in The Toronto Star, these were
the questions asked of her and the answers given:
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Q. .... 'm also suggesting to you that when it came out that Doctor Chang said,
“You’re not even a doctor”. Did it come out in that meeting with Doctor Chang?

A. Yes he had asked about that, yes.
Q. Right and at that meeting with Doctor Chang you said, “Yes I am”.

A. Absolutely. I had to go home with Dan. There was no way that I was going to
disclose the truth at that time. I still had to go home with that man.

Q. So the reason you said you were a doctor all along to everybody was because of
Dan?

A. It was because I didn’t have the finances to finish my education.

[63] Her endorsement suggests that she operated the Sherwood Rehabilitation Centre in
Toronto. In fact there is no Sherwood Rehabilitation Centre. She operated a business called
Major Health and Rehab and the Sherwood Rehab Centre, registered as Major Health and
Rehab. She has an email address as DocMajor.bodywise@home.com. Introduced into evi-
dence were four sheets of Personal Exercise Programs issued by her under the name of Dr.
Sherry Major which were given to her clients. Two dated April 30, 2001; one dated May 22,
2001; and one dated June 1, 2001.

[64] Daniel Major had given to his wife a Swiss clock with her name “Dr. Sherry Major”
on it. It was kept over her desk at her clinic at home where she sometimes saw clients.

[65] On May 24", 2001, Danie Major was arrested for assault against Sherry Major. On
that date the police had her complete a Family Violence Case Threat Assessment Report. She
read over the questions but she said that she did so very quickly because it was evening and
she had Quinn with her and it was very distracting.

fegi She was trying to be truthful when she filled out the Report. The third question on
the Report is: “Have your children been assaulted by your partner”? She checked off: “No”.
This was a month after her husband had allegedly assaulted Quinn — whom she had with her
when she was filling out the Report.
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ing the family while the other works outside the home to earn money. Today they may both
work outside of the home but each is still expected to pull his or her weight as the case may
be, to maintain each other and the family.

[69] In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Polonius gave his son Laertes, on the eve of his departure
from Denmark for France, a number of precepts by which he must live. He saved the most
important for last. This is what he said.

This above all: To thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man.

(Hamlet: Act 1 Scene 3).

[70] That precept was observed by Sherry Major more in the breach than in the obser-
vance. Her admitted lies are much more than white lies, which are lies told for unmalicious
reasons and therefore regarded as excusable. She lied to the police when she completed the
Family Violence Case Threat Assessment Report on May 24"

[71] , 2001. She lied to her husband’s mother and sisters when she sent that email on
January 4™, 2002, stating that nothing had happened to cause the police to lay charges
against her husband. She lied to her husband, her family, her doctor and the public at large
about having cancer, whether terminal or not, when she was pregnant with Mira. From 1998
to the present time she has lied to her husband, her family, her doctor, her clients and the
public at large about her professional qualifications. These are all major lies. For sure there
are occasions when persons may tell major lies, for example, to save a life or to prevent seri-
ous bodily harm. Even the police in the investigation of serious crime are allowed to tell lies
but there is a certain line which they cannot cross. They cannot for example masquerade as a
priest or pose as duty counsel to obtain a confession. The excuses given by Sherry Major for
her lies are not acceptable.




[image: image10.jpg][73] Without corroboration of her evidence, it would be unsafe to accept her testimony. I
acknowledge that corroboration is not a legal requirement for proof of any of the offences. I
also acknowledge the difficulty of securing corroboration for many of the offences. But there
are at least two offences in which corroboration could have been obtained — albeit that the
other offences may still have been problematic for the Crown to prove beyond a reasonable

doubt.

[74] Those two offences are firstly the allegation of the direct and indirect communica-
tions by Daniel Major with Sherry Major when there was an order pursuant to a recogni-
zance for him not to do so. The methods of communication were by telephone calls allegedly
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made by him from The Fitness Connection and his home at 105 Carleton Road to Sherry Ma-
jor at her home on Jeremy Street. The telephone numbers of all three locations were known
to Sherry Major and were easily accessible by the police. As so often occurs, the police could

easily have obtained search warrants to obtain the records of the relevant telephone numbers
and married them to confirm the alleged calls.

[75] The second count concerns the alleged threat against Holly Vardy. While Holly
Vardy might not have been able to corroborate the actual threat because Sherry Major testi-
fied that she did not hear it, she would have been able to corroborate the fact that she had
gone home late on the night in question, that they were all in the laundry room area, that her
aunt Sherry Major told her something as a result of which she went to her room, locked the

door and did not leave it until next morning or until Daniel Major had gone to bed as the case
may be, and that she left the Major residence within days.

[76] The charges are dismissed.

Released:  June 18, 2003
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Justice Lampkin




Dan’s Notes:
Re: item 60 – Sherry only claimed to have a “diploma in orthopaedic technology” but this was NEVER proven – she claimed lots of things that were proven as lies – IF she does have this course, it’s not as impressive as it sounds – it takes two weekends to complete

Re:  item 61 – Judge was totally mistaken (Re: “to complete the RhD exams she needed a couple more years”) – Sherry did not even have an undergrad degree (she conned her parents into paying for the four years she spent at Memorial University in Newfoundland supposedly earning the BPHE degree that was discovered at trial she did not have – this was before Sherry knew Dan (proving she was a con artist long before knowing Dan since she had already bilked her own parents!) – it appears she was never in the Rh.D. program since she lacked the prerequisite undergrad degree – this is no different than a high school graduate (which Sherry apparently is) making a bogus claim to only have “a couple of years left” to become a doctor
